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tain fees, and has been leafed, and underleafed to
any fordid perfou that wo aid become a purchafor,
whether he were acquainted with muiiulmanifrn or
not* Fees have been invented by the low fubftkutes
of this office, at burials, at circumcifion, and at
marriage. The poor have been deluded into a be*
lief, that till the Cazi's depute has received his fee,
the fpirit of the deceafed does not quite the houfe;
till it is produced, the poor relations are deemed im-
pure, and are Ihunned by all their acquaintances*
To difcharge this debt, the perfou will fell his land,
his effe&s, or even rob upon the high-way. The
fame pernicious confequence followed their incapa-
city to difcharge the fees for marriage and circum-
cifion *.

THE Suder ul Sooder, or Great Almoner, was an
officer of very high authority, whole bufmefs was to
guard the diflribution of the charity lands: to pre-
vent their refumption, or their alienation into other
hands than thofe of the poor: he was alfo intrufted
irith the fuperintendence of the Cazi's office; to
prevent fuch as were ignorant of Mahomedajtiifm
from entering into that facred fun&ion. His bufinefs
was alfo to prevent encroachments upon the lands
belonging to the Exchequer. This office, from the
great difcretionary power annexed to it, proved* ia
the hands of an unprincipled man* the fource of a

thoufand

^ Vide fcJcir MutakUarceiu